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Module description

This module surveys the key processes, events and personalities that have shaped the societies,
states and economies of the region since the fall of the Ottoman Empire. It provides an essential
viewpoint for all those interested in gaining a more profound understanding of a region that remains
at the centre of many of the foreign policy issues of our time. It surveys both classical and
trailblazing scholarship on the politics of the Middle East and North Africa. It combines systematic
approaches to big questions with solid knowledge of events and developments in individual
countries. At the junction of three continents, the region is home to various rich cultures in various
stages of political and socio-economic development. As the home to the world’s primary energy
resources, it is also of utmost geostrategic importance. This module is planned to help contextualise
various interpretative frameworks for approaching regional politics in general and for understanding
the Middle East and North Africa in particular. It familiarises students with a variety of useful sources
ranging from movies to specialised academic articles. By doing so, it encourages them to analytically
revaluate the notions of territoriality, authority, and citizenship.

Assessment
Essay (80%)

Oral presentation (20%)
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Learning outcomes
Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

LO1 Engage critically with the key discussions and questions in the study of the Middle Eastern
History.

LO2 Engage critically with the history of the diplomatic, intellectual, and social dynamics which
shaped the relationship between Europe and the Middle East and North Africa.

LO3 Describe and assess the complexities of European-Middle Eastern relations as they
developed in different national and confessional contexts in the twentieth century.

LO4 Describe and assess the methods of imperial and cultural history.

LO5 Demonstrate methodological skills in primary source interrogation and critical thinking
concerning European-Middle Eastern relations.



